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output of coal was from 350 to 400 mining cars daily.! Since each
ecar had a oaggoity of 800 .kg., the output amounted to approximately
300 tons of black coel per day. The gquality of the coal mined at’
Tmavy dul, as well as the quality of coal mined in the entire Trutnov
N 50-34, E lz-sh‘ avea, was superior to coal mined in the Kladno

N 50-09, E 14-06) Basin; however, the thickness of the cocal layers
never exceeded 180 em, The mine itself was about 400 meters deep.
About 30 mining combines, which| were of Soviet 25X1
manufacture, operated in the mine., Each ocombine was operated by

12 minera and, in addition, there were six miners who performed

the necessary auxiliary work for each combine. :

There were three shifts at Tmavy dul, About 200 prisoners and about
400 ocivilian workers were employed at the mine. Sixty persent of
the total number of employees were German nationals. The elvilien
workers of German extraction were all Czechoslovak citizens who had
been granted Czechoslovak citizenship in eonformity with a law

‘passed in April 1952. This law dealt with Germans residing on

Czechoslovak térritory who had acquired German eitizenship in 1938

- and 1939. The government decree for enforecing the law stipulated

that the Germans were free to accept or reject the offer of Czecho-~

slovak citizenship; however, this fact was not made public.  Aé¢tually,

the authoritlies forced the Germans to accept Czechoslovak eitizen-

ship, using chicanery against those who refused. [ | 25X1
due to the methods used by the government only a very small percentage

of Germans residing imn Czechoslovakia managed to remain stateless.
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The wages in the Trutnov mines were from 10 to 20% higher than the
uagesagn the Kladno mines, Some miners at Tmavy dul earned as

much as 6,000 crowns per month. The wages earned by German miners
were higher than these of the Czech miners. hs a matter of fact,
the Germans worked very hard to get back on their feet after losing
their property in 1945, However, none of the German miners at
Tmavy dul was a member of the Communist Party.

The coal mined at Tmavy dul was transported underground to the

nearby Ida Mine and was brought to the surface there. There was
another mine located in the area which was very old and did not 1
have a name, and the #dal from this mine was also transported under- Lo
.ground to the Ida Mine,  The Gentral management of these three mines

was located at Ida., The total number of employees at the Ida Mine

and the old mine was slightly higher than the number of employees

at Tmavy dul, but there were no prisoners at these two mines, (For

exact location of the above-mentioned mines, see page 5).

Hlerlingr I and Filerlingr II

The Fierlingr I Mine, formerly known as the Mayrauch Mine, located
in Vinarice (N 50-11, E 14-05¥ and the Fierlingr II Mine, originally
Max. and later the Benés Mine, located in Libusin (N 50-10, E 14-03)
were the best mines in the Kils Asin During 1951, 1952 and 1953, 25X1
their total omwtput reached

roximately 1,000 tons per day. There were three shifts at the
mines, During the morning and afterncon shifts, each of the mines
produced from 480 to 500 mining cars per shift, each car having a
eapacity of 600 kg. No coal was mined during the night shift --
only repair work was performed -- and fewer employees worked during
this shift.,

The average depth of .the coal layers was 250 cm.; however, layers

as thick as eight meters were rather frequent. This was more or
less true throughout the Kladno Besin area, The quality of coal

in Flerlingr I was better than that in Flerlingr II because it was
dryer and there was less stone content. The c¢oal mined in Flerlingr
I was transported to Plerlingr II for sorting. The distance between
the two mines was abovt two kilometers, Transportation was performed
underground and the mining cars were towed by cable. This method of
transportation was net completely satisfactory; therefore, construction
of & new underground Passage connegting the two mines was begun in
1952, A firm from Teplice (N 50-38, E 13-50) was in charge of the
eonstruction and 1t was planned to have it completed by the end of
1955. The coal was to be transported on a narrow gauge eleotric

rail line. There wes only a small sorting installation at Fierlingr
I and this wae used only in cases of emergency. Attempts were made
to build an adequate sorting installation at the mine in order %o
avoid transporting the coal to Flerlingr II. In 1651 a compressed
air sorting installation was brought from the Ostrava Basin for this
purpose; however, in June 1952 use of this equipment was disscontinued

. because it proved to be unsatisfactory. The stone content remaining

in the coal after the sorting process was too high. Rumors were that
it had been absolutely useless to bring the installation to the mine

in the first plase because it had already proved to be unsatisfactory
in Ostrava, Filerlingr I and Fierlingr II each had a power plant for

its own use only. : ,

The Fierlingr I Mine employed about 1,200 eivilisn workers and about
1,000 prisoners. The Flerlingr II Mine employed about 1,500 workers

+@f.which about 250 were prisonmers and 400 were soldiers (PTP)., In

addition, there were about 600 mining apprentices at the two mines.
The apprentices were from 15 to 17 years of age and a very small
pereentage of them were girls. The apprentices worked in groups of
from four to eight; each group was supervised by a foreman, The
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apprentices did not work during the night shift. Quarters for the
aggrentieea.were provided at the mines, Women were employed at the
mines; the majority of them worked on the surface 25X1

| In additicn to the workers, there were ' 25X1

about 40 administrative employees at each of these mines.

During the pericd from early June through 24 July 1954, all political
riaagers wgre permanently released from the Kladno Basin mines.
he reason for this | was that the local workers 25X1

!boeame too friendly with the politiocal prisoners. This was nsg:oially

true with regard to prisoners who were imprisoned in 1945, whi
there was a slight tension between the local workers and those

timprisoned after 1948, This was because the latter were mostly of

the intelligentsia and blamed ihe workers for the present situation
in the ocountry. The political prisoners sentenced in 1945 were

sent from the Kladno Basin to mines in other areas, to quarries,

and to work in agriculture. Prisoners sentenced after 1548 were
gent to the uranium mines in Jechymov (N 50-22, E 12-55) and Pribram
(X hg-42, E 14-01), The political prisoners at Fierlingr I Mine
were replaced by gypsies from Slovakia and Slovak eriminal priscners;
at Fierlingr II Mine they were replaced by soldiers.

The Czechoslovak Army Mine

In early 1951‘ ‘at the Czechoslovak Army Coal Mine
in Lany (N 50-07, E 13-58) the daily output of coal was about 600
tons.2 The quality of ¢oal rated third among all mines in the
Kladno Basin. This mine employed about 1,400 workers of which 200
were prisoners and 250 weére soldiers. There was a power plant
located in the near vicinity of the mine which was constructed
during World War II and which was rumored to be the largest power

25X1

- plant in the area.

Mining Methods in the Kladno Bapin

No mining combines or large, complicated, modern mining equipment

of other kindd were employed at Fierlingr I, Fierlingr II, or the

Army Mine, | ‘modern mining equipmen ot 25X1
used in any of the mines in the Kladno Baein. it 25X1
was technically impractical to imtroduce modern mining equipment

such as sonveyors into the mines in the Kladno Basin because the

established system of underground passages did not permit the use

of such equipment. To introduce modern equipment would necessitate

a8 somplete change in the mining practices followed for nany years

and the inauguration of a completely new work procedure, Since

1951, iron structures had been used instead of wood for bracin

major side passages. This was the enly progress noticed 25X1
Attempts were made to obtaln as much soal as possible at the expenae

of attention to auxiliary work and thus, at the expense of the life

of the mine itself. The side passages, which formerly lasted three

or four years, started to collapse after six months because of

inadequate bracing. Three or four major passages were ¢losed each

Yyear. The abandoned passpages were not sealed properly and the

resulting draft caused fires, A major fire broke out every two or

three months, The shief engineer at Fierlingr I and Flerlingr II

stated that 1f the coal continues to be mined at the present rate

there will only be enough coal in these two mines to last for 25

or 30 years more. ' ’

Sslaries and Po;;t;eal Attitude of Kladno Bagin Miners

The average salary of 8. Mitér working in the Kladno Basin was 3,000
eérowns per month. In only a few cases did miners earn as much as
30 orowns per hour., The underground auxiliary workers earned 1,500

CONFIDENTIAL.,

Approved For Release 2009/07/22 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500150003-7



12,

Approved For Release 2009/07/22 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500150003-7
CONFIEENTIAL [::::::::] 25X1

to 1,600 ¢rowns per month. The workers at the surface earned an
average salary of 1,100 crowns per month; those employed at the
elevator earned 1,300 erowns per month.,
There were more Communist Party members among the miners in the
Kladno area than among industrial workers in the Kladno area.

about 30% of the miners were pre-war Communists 25X1

‘and 10% became Communiist Party members after the war; however, only

the latter 10% agréed with the regime while the pre-war Communists

did not, Furthermore,| ~ ~ ~ ~ — "|during recent years the 25X1
Kladno area was no longer the strongheld of Communism in Czechoslovakia
as 1t had been during the First Republic,

"1, GOMment{J ‘1ﬁ was reported that Tmavy

dul wes located in Rtyne (N 50-22, E 15~53). This should be
sorrested to read Rtyne v Podkrkonosi (N 50-30, E.16-04).

reported that the
lea R0-08. E 13-55).
the 25X1
area in which the mine was located fell within the cadastre of
Lany (N 50-07, E 13-58) even though the mine was actually situ-
ated nesrer to Rynholec. ‘
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1., Tmavy dul (Dark Mine)
2. Ida Mine
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